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Medical men in the late of the Joseon
Dynasty-Joh, Taekseung &
Joh, Byeong-hu’s Life

Oh, Jun-ho- Park, Sang-Young*

This study is the research on Joh, Taek-seung and Joh, Byeong-hu, who
were father and son, and both were active as Confucian herb doctors. This
study consists of on-site survey and documentary research, through which it

aims at organizing and presenting their deeds.-

The late period of the Joseon Dynasty, especially the 19th century, is
marked as the era of high dynamism in the history of Oriental medicine.
This period witnessed Lee, Je-ma(1836~1900)creating Sasang Typology,
and Lee, Kyu-jun(1855~1923)examining the past medicine in a critical way
through Buyang theory and suggesting a new method. In the same period,
there was a Confucian herbal doctor named Joh, Taek-seung who exercised

considerable influence in Haenam district.

Joh, Taek-seung was one of the descendants of Jeongeongong branch of

the Johs of Changryeong family clan who had exercised their influence for

* Medical History and Literature Research Group, Korea Institute of Oriental

Medicine
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a long time in Haenam district. Joh, Taek-seung had made patience and
humility as his motto by naming himself 'Jolheon' as a pen name all his
life; in addition, he lived near to dwelling in retirement without exposing

his profound learning and medical practice.

Joh, Taek-seung lived writing poetry and prose on the basis of Confucian
knowledge under the influence of his father. In his later years, he was
infatuated with medicine and gave medical care to the public in an effort
to carry out the role as an intellectual for a community. His reputation as
a herbal doctor became known even to the central government, being
appointed to a position 'Jusa' at Haeminwon( a relief organization for the
poor and sick). His poetry remains in his anthology

TJolheon Collectiony and his appearance drawn by Choi, Byung-yuk, who

is believed to be a house-guest, is still handed down to this day.

His medical knowledge was succeeded by his son, Joh, Byeong-hu, to be
compiled in a book titled 'Sanghangyeongheomyochaly, whose contents are
distinct from the existing Sanghan medical treatment, showing that Joh,
Taek-seung was taking part in the dynamic change of the 19 century Joseon
Oriental medicine. Besides Joh, Byeong-hu, Sohn, Bong-gu was also
believed to be handed Joh, Taek-seung's medical practice, and he seemed

to compile the medical book titled TJolheonyogyeol;.

Key words : Prosopography, Joh, Taek-seung, Joh, Byeong-hu,-"Sanghangyeongheomyochals,
Jeonlanam-do, Haenam




