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Abstract

Current Status and Future Issues of Translation

in Korean Medicine's Literature

Oh, Junho / Kwon Ohmin”

This article explores the current status and future issues of the modern
Korean translation of medical classics written in ancient Chinese, Korean
Medicine as a scholarly endeavor is a practical science that examines the
body, diseases and treatments, Thus, when it comes to the transmission of
its knowledge and techniques, essential is the exact translation of ancient
medical books and documents into modern vernacular language, This is
because incorrect translation can lead to killing or hurting innocent people,
Translators should decode, interpret and transform ambiguous, abstruse or
illegible words/phrases/sentences into clear meaning as well as translate
them precisely into modern language, If there is a currently unsolved issue
associated with translation, translators reasonably let them clearly publicized
and leave them for future research.

Korean Medicine doctors and scholars have mainly engaged in translating
the ancient literature of traditional Korean Medicine, Major medical canonical
and clinically—oriented books were translated through to the 70s following
the initiation of Donguibogam translation in the 60s, In the last two decades
of the 20th century the scope of translated literature was enlarged and
translating community extended to graduating classes of Korean Medicine
colleges, Since the new millennium there are two game—changing shifts in
relation to the translation of Korean Medicine’s literature: shaping of a
professional translator group and resultant prioritizing of translational
quality.

Translation of Korean Medicines literature is characterized by the fact that
inner members of Korean Medicine community straightforwardly transliterate
it for peer members and is aimed at mentor—apprentice transmission or
professional education of theoretical/practical medical knowledge and

* Researcher, Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine / junho@kiom.re.kr
Researcher, Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine / fivemink@kiom.re.kr
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practices, Therefore, range of selected medical books is confined to popular
and highly visible ones, Translators affiliated to the Korean Medicine
professional community has yet to consider seriously issue of the authenticity
of source—language texts and issue of readership,

Call for translational integrity will intensify inside and outside of relevant
professional groups, and scope of readership will diversify, New forms of
communication channels such as web—based media have been employed beyond
conventional paper and efforts will be made to discover useful knowledge for
various purposes including scientific R&D and commercialization,

Future issues connected to the current status of translation in Korean
Medicine are as follows, Joint or team approach where heterogeneous experts
participate is needed to improve translation quality, Expansion of source
texts of, and thorough planning for translation are indispensable to suit
changing medical, cultural and economic environments,

(Key words) Korean Medicine, Oriental medicine, translation, classic, medical
literature
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